LI ' _ A Submitted in person
// R L S - Ju;zﬁ;o 1915. -

H?MORAHDMH FOR GOVFR"OR DOR3IEY FROM TALTER P, "HITE

Balon.are given some of the faots diseovared Ruring a
‘ pecent visit to Brooks and Lowndes Counties, with
- reference to the reeent lynehings in these two -
connfles'

It wag learned thst.thé‘following iegroea are knqwn to
hove been lynched, the first six of these having
been reported in the delily press: ' ’

-*¥111 Head,
v {11 Thomison,
Hayes Turner, -
Nsry Turmer,
wugene Rice,
Jidney Johnson.

In eddition to these, a Negro by the name of Chime
Ziley ﬁes Lynched and turpéntlne cups (these being
clay cups used to catch tnrpentine gum when the trees
—~—~———————aze-ea%w%e~ab$a%a—gan+~we;e—%ied—$efhie—be&y— -and -the-
body was then thrown 1nto the Little River near Banney
Georgia. My informsnt 4in regsrd to this‘oaso tola
me that he went down .to the river hoping td{find the
body vhen the river wes low;'but'aésunqd that the‘body”
had probebly becoms enfangied in the cand bars and
thersfore counld not be disdovered. He sseured, how-
’E ever, one o0f the turpentine cups whiash hai b;én tiei
to the body of Riley., The neme of this man I coulad
nﬁt learn, but I sew him on the spot where M&ry Tarner
.- . vas lynohed, inother Nsgro by the name of 3Iimon
chumen was called out of his honsa near Barlim on

the Moultris 20sd Letween eight and nime o'clook at

night and has not been seen since. The intarior ef his
- honse as wsll =8 his fornitore was completsly demolished.

The femily of Ichuman i3 now on what is known a8 the



The canses of the crime and lynohings;l'disoovarﬁd were

a . _

Bryce Plantation., In ;ﬁdition to the eight men-

-

‘tioned above, bodies of thres unidentified Negroes

~hoge nemes I heve been onable to loazﬁ but whiash

" I expeot to receive at an smrly date, were taken

from the Little River jJust balow Quitmsn., I
was informed by a miniétcr thax‘qightéen Negroea
have been xilled. I discovered only the eleven men-

tionod ebove.,

Ed

as follows:
Hampton Smith, the vhite farwer who was murdered, seems to
heve borns tho'feputation of grossly mistreating the

hends employed on hig piantation novn as the 014
Joyee Flsce on-the idsl aﬁd Quitasn ROad.. He Beems
to have hed the habit of beating these hands amd refusing
‘o pay them w;ges duoe thq-; This reputation hed be-
oome 80 vide-3zpresd that it waevpraoticallj 1npoasibio
for him to sesurs labOf.irﬂe, therefo;e, had been
in'the hebit of*paying the fines of Negroes sonvicted
in the oourts, and having them work ont these fines on
his plentation. 3idney Johnaon, the ligro who ad~
- mitted killing Shith, hsd been convioted of 33!1#; amd -
hh&‘ﬁéen fined 230,00, which was paid by Smith. A fevw
daye previous to the tragedy Johnson had cclplalhed of

_being sick _asnd had baan besten by Smith whenhe refused

to go t9 rork. Johnson 12 sgld to have threstened
“Smith for heving besten him while ke was siek, Smith
was;shot through the éiﬁhow whilse sittiﬁg in his home
Thorsday night, May 16th. HNe was shot twice, one



shot entering the baok snd coming out near the
. heart, the othir_aﬁbt entering the shou;der,'break-
.’.1ng it,.paséing_ontireiy through the .body and aoming
out through the éthe: shonlder., His wife was also
- shot, the bullet passing directly through the center
of her breast =and just miswing her hesrt mmd iungl.
EerAwoénda'gro not.éerious; In regard to the
stetemonts made to tﬁo Governor tha& Bhe was.snbjeq§gd
to éetere brutality an@’was'iﬁped:.ly 1qibfnation
is that this is not trus, although a number of conflloting
statements have been given in regard to thia. This
can be definitely ascertained by the faot that ghe
- rasg in her sixth or sevonth month of pregnanoy at the
time of the crime, and I have beon informed by soveral

__relieble phy=iciena thet had this been trus she would

be mnsble to glve Dirth to the ohild, and a mlsasrriege
would have resulted. I shggest that 1£;bs ascertsined
whather or not she hss given ‘birth to a child since theat
) time. I have al 80 been 1nfronsd by the same physioians

"wfhéiwfﬁi_ﬁﬁﬁfvéf6he world not neoessarily cause a mis-
carrisge, but that raping or even rough héndiingriquld
hsve cansed anch a condition, La£§r§ Mrs Smith gave
birth to her child. ’ _

ontrary to the press aeoounts of tﬁe affair,'Sidney Johnson
vag not oconcealed in fhé awamp3 nesr uitman, but vas

at hie home in Valdosta from the time of the arime

up to ths time he was killed by the passo. He is

eaid to hsve made the statanaﬁt to several persons that
he slone was implicated in the crime of aurdaring
Jm«th and that the othor parties 1ynchod knsw nothing

gbout {t nntil sftsr thes crime was sommitted.

S~



A8 stated &bove, <111l Head and ¥1ill Thompson were
lynohad on rriaay ni;ht, May l‘rth.-» Hayu‘ Tnmor

-wgy “taken from the Juil at Qniﬁan by ‘~'hariff Tade
" and the Olerk of the County Court, Rolsad Knight by

na-o. for tha purpose. of being u.rriod to uoultrio
for safe-keeping. Tarner was teken trnl these
ofﬁcers about threo and a half auu from Qnihan
near. a bridge on the Obapuoo Cresks He was henged

) with his ha.ndn hand-cuf!od bohind hi!l. He hung on -

the trse batween Saturdsy and llonday and ~as then cut
down by the county oon‘ricta nd burie& abont five feaet
from the tree on vhich he vwas lynched, Nary Turner, his
=i fa, made the rmé.rlé'thst tho lyndh'iﬁg 61’ her hmwsband
wzg unju~t, that he knew nothing of the orlno, and |

thet 11' she lmm’ *tke purtien vho wers 1n the mob she
vou.li have rarrantn E¥O TR out againat thul. For tkhis
she —as saptured on “mday and carried to a plaéo 'y
fex yards from Foleom's Bridge ‘on Little River wnd -
there lyﬂehed.— The method of sxecutims in this .
caie, was most brutal, At ths time she was lynshed
Msry Turnar was in her eight month of pregnsney,

Eer enkles vers tiea'tOgsther end she wam hung to tho

~ tree hesd down, Gasollne ras tnkcn from the cars anmd

poured on her slothing whigh ~as than fired. "-'han*
her glothes hed burned off, a sharp 1nstramnt vas takem
snd she ~as cut open in the midAle, her stomaeh dbeing

éntirely opeanad, Her unborn ahild fell from her wombd,

seve two criss, end was then crushed by the hesl of a

‘member of the mob. Eer body wasm then riddled with

‘bullet- fron high-povamd riflea mtil it was no longor

S



m—éw;%wmig&%w:m It

possible to recogniza 11; ‘a8 the body of &8 human o -

“."boing. Tha tree on which She was lynohsd bears ths
. marks of several bullets from high-powered guns,
Mary Turner and her ‘ch‘il'd. are buried .abét‘_}.‘t ten feet
:‘: fram the tree and at the head of her grave is a
~whiskey bottle frith a cigér stump figoed in the

neck. It 15 my information that the lesders ef the

‘mob whioh on Friday nigh’t May 17th, lynehed ¥ill
Head and ¥111l Thompson were 3. E. HoGwm. an Martakcr of

Quitssn and ¥, A. Thipple, a cottcn brokor and merechandise
dgaler of the zame place. The following names were

given to me as being the names of meon *ho were mem-

bers of thel mob, by a man who ﬁtatod th;t he himsel?

=8 8 member: | o d

Ordlay Yates, Clerk 1n the Post 0ffice,

Frank Parvis, Zmployed by Griffin Turniture Conpan:.
Frlton DeVane, Stook Dealer and Auditor and e

—Agent for Standard o1l Company,
Chalmers, Parmer near Quiimen,
Les Cherrill, a.mer Near Quitmsn,
Prown 9he1‘r111 Employsd by *. A. Thipple,
Richsard Da?ana, Fsrmar,
Rogg DeVane, Farmer, jultman, Ga,
Yan, Bsrker, (nitman, Ga. - ~
Dickson, Farmer, Quitmsn, Ga.

—=51xon “mith, Prother of Hampton Smith

111l Smith, Brother of Eampton Smith,
end Two other Brothsrs of Hﬁiipt(}n Smith.

“hese names wers given to.-ue'-in confidencs by a man who
adnitted that he was a member of the mob, on thes eon-
dition thst I wounld not divulge his name, 28 to do ®0 womld
casuse him a grest da‘al of embarrsssment, and probsbly
death, If I might, I would suggeat that the men

*hose namas are given gbove be ‘required to -

is my inform=tion thet S. B, McGowan has publicly bossted
of his psrt in the lynching, and he i2 resputed to have male

 the foliowing remark, "If the Germans were as thick &s

Al §rasl T i ConapHasde Vord e (o wr Floes copeaid ¢



‘done sgein”. y
A 'apir’it of unre<t exists in botﬁ Prooks -and Lowndes

Counties rhioh vill mﬁogbta_ﬂlf af:foét the lader .

| sitaetion in tha; community. It. 1u.my informa=-
tion that merfivg hnndtod‘xregre‘avs\ haia left the
communlity ainee the lynching. l(aﬁiy.n"ors. ba-
oaﬁse of propari__;y whioh thay( own and srops which
they havs now in prooese of cultivatiom, arp' anable

to do 86 st the present time, bWt are planning te o

lesye as 800m a8 they ean dispose of "thoir land smd

gathor:thoir Gropa.. it this time when the preduction
¢f food 'm‘éaﬁs ‘30 much towards the suceess of the
‘Govermment in the war such almndi.t:lon 13 serions.
The sbove facts were all verifisd from a number of

SONT0eE,




