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ept es (THE WORK OF A MOB

% An wmvestigation by Walter .

White, Assistant Secretary, _Na,tzona,l As-
‘'sociation for the Advancement of Co lored People, in Brooks and Lowndes
Counties, Georgia.
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THE recent strong' Ietter of Premdent
Wilson on lynchmg was undoubtediy
called forth by representations from colored
people following . the. Iynchings in Brooks
~and Lowndes Counties, Ga., May 17-24,
Hampton Smith, a2 white farmer, was
‘killed, -and newspaper dispatches report six
Persons as having been lynched for com-
plicity. Investlgatlon shows that at Ieast

eleven persons were killed.
- Breoks and Lowndes Counties are situ-

. ated in the southernmost part of the state .
- of Georgia, near the Florida line.
in the heart of the richest section of the

They are

statse,
- Hampton » Smith, Whose murder wasg
the immediate cause of the holocaust .of
lynchings, was the owner of a large planta-
tion in Brooks County. He bore & very poor
. reputation in the ‘community because of ill
.treatment of his Negro employees.
‘Smith’s reputation in this respect had be-
come.so wide-spread that he had the great-
est difficulty in securing any help whatever.
He, therefore, adopted the expedient of going
into the courts and whenever a Negro was
convicted and was unable to pay his fine or
was sentenced to serve-a period in the chain-
‘g'ang, Smith would secure his release and
put him to work out his fine on his (Smith’ 5)
- plantation. ‘Sidney Johnson the Negro who

admitted before his death fhat he killed

-Smith, had been fined thirty dollars .for
gaming. Smith paid his fine and Johnson
was:put at work on the former’s plantation
until the thirty dollars had been worked out.
Johnson had worked out the period and had
put in censiderable more time and had asked
Smith to: pay him for the additiona] time
that he had gerved. Smith refused and a
quarrel resulted. A few days later Johnson
did not show up for work in the fields and

" Smith went to Johnson’s cabin to discover _

, the reason. Johnson told Smith that he was

sick and unable to work. Smith thersupon
~began-to beat him, in spite of the protes-
. tations of the_victim. Johnson is said then
to. have threatened Srmth and a few mghts
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several occasions.

- gang for

he was sitting, dying instantly. His wife ,
“was algo shot, the bullet passing through

the center of heér breast, miraculously misg-
ing both her heart and lungs. Her wound
is not beheved to be serious. The attending
physician, Dr. McMichael, is said to have
stated that she would recover,

'There seems to be no evidence that Mrs.
Smith was raped in addition to being shot.

As soon as news of the murder reached
the community, great crowds of men and
boys from the two counties hurried to the
spot. Excitement ran high and posses were
immediately formed to search for John-

son, as suspicion was immediately fastened

on him because of the threats he had made
against Smith’s life. There was alsc talk
of a conspiracy among a number of Negroes
to kill Smith, and reports were circulated
that the group irivelved had met at the home
of Hayes Turner, another Negro who had
suffered at the hands of Smith, and his wife,
Mary Turner, whom Smith had beaten on
Hayes Turner, it is said,
had previcusly served a term in the chain-
threatening Smith, fellowing
Smith’s beatmg of Turner’s wife. Never-
theless, after his release Turner had gone

“back to work for Smith again,

The first of the mob’s victims to be cap-
tured was Wiil Head, a Negro of the com-
munity, who was caught on Friday morning,
May 17, at 8:30, near Barney, ‘Georgia; the

- second was Will Thompson, seized later on

the same day. That night both were lynched
near Troupevxlle about five miles from Val- }
dosta. " Members of the mob stated to the
investigator that over seven hundred bul-

lets were fired inte the bodies of the two
men. The investigator learnéd from a man -

who admitted being in the mob, but who
stated that he had no part in the Iynching,
the names of the two leaders of the Friday
nlght mob and of fifteen of the other mem-
bers of the mob, These names were given
to the mvestlgator on his promise that he
would not divulge the name of the infor-
mant, as to do 50 would mean that he would
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Informatioy. These names werg furnished
_to Governgp Hugh ‘M. Dorsey, of Georgia,

taken from 'these MEN en roufe ¢ Moultrie,

the bodjes th_emseIVes had disappea:ed and
could not pe Iocateg. ' )




"+ tled to his body and he was thrown into the
3 Little River near, ‘Barney. The mzformant
in this case, seen on the spot where Mary
Turner was lynched, stated that when the

river was low he had gone down to see if .

the body had come up. .Finding.no traoe
of the body, he assumed that it had become
rlodged in a sand bar He stated that he

found one of the cups, however, Whlch he

was keepmg as a “souvenlr 7
During the outbreak another Negro by
the name of Simon Schuman, who lived on
the Moultrle Road near Berlin, was called
to the door of his home one night between
elght and nine ¢ clock He wag seized and
“had not béen seen since up to the time: (seven
weeks later) that the 1nvest1gator was in

the section. The interior of hls house was

demohshed his family being driven out; and
the furniture was hacked to pieces. His
family, at the time of the investigator’s
visit, was living on the Bryce Plantation,
.near Berlin. The offense alleged against
~'Schuman ig unknown.

Gonfrary to press reports, Sidney _Johnw

. son’was not hiding in the swamps near Val-

dosta, but was in Valdostd from the time
of the murder of Smith to the t1me that
‘he was killed. During this time, he iz said

to have made the statement to several per-

sons that hes alone, was Tmplicated in the
killing of Smith- and that he alone killed
‘him. 'There was no suspicion” of Johnson's
presence in Valdosts until Johnson went to
another Negro, John Henry Bryant by name,
and asked for food and aid in making good
his escape,. Apparently it was. Johnson’s
intention to wait until the ‘v1g11anoe of the
mobs was relaxed and the roads no longer
‘watched and then flee from the country.
Bryant gave Johnson ‘the food and then
hastened to town to tell where Johnson was.
The house was 1mmed1ately surrrouncled by
a posse headed by Chief of Pol1ce Dampler

This was done with oaution as Johnson -

was known to he armed and had SWOorn
that he would never be taken alive. John-

son -had only a shot-gun and a revolver,

© while the "posse was armed with high-
.powered rifles. The firing began and the
Chief was wounded in the hand and one

7 of his mén in the neck,

After the firing had gone on for a few
minutes, Johnson’s *firing ceased.
more bullets were fired inte the house for
- good measure as. it was thought that the ces-

sation of firing mioht be a ruse on Talmamm e -

_Hugh ‘M. Dorsey.
. cefved the information gladly and has prom- .-
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part. When it did not resume, still acting
ecautiously, the house was rushed and John-
son’s body was found, dead. Cheated out
of its prey, the crowd took the body, un-
gsexed it with a sharp knife, threw the am-

- putated parts into the street in front of

the house, and then tied an end of a rope
around Johnson’s neck. The other end was
tied to the back of an automobile and the
body dragged in open daylight down Patter-.
son Street, one of Valdosta’s business thor-
oﬁglifares, and out to a -place near Barney
and near the scene of the erime. There
the dead body was fastened to a tree and
burned to a erisp.

Very careful attention was given by the
inyestigator to the accounts given at the
outbreak of the affair that it was caused
by the cireulation of pro-German propa-
ganda in the section prior to thé outbreak
in the hépe of stirring up racial disturb-
anees. Alasolutely no evidence was found.

Since. the lynchings, mote than five hun-
dred Negroes have laft the immediate vicin-
ity of Valdesta alone and many more hava
expres}sed the determination that they too
were going to leave as soon as they could
dispose of their lands and gather their
orops This wholesale mlgratlon occurred
in spite of threats made that any Negro
who attempted to leave the section would

‘thus show that he was implicated .in the

murder of Smith and would be dealt with
accordingly. Hundreds of acres of untilled

* land flourishing with weeds and dozens of

deserted farm-houses give their own mute
testihony of the Negroes’ attitude toward
a com_inﬁnity— in which lynching mobs are
'allo_wecl to visit vengeance upom members
of their race.

All of the facts outlined ahove, including
the names of mob leaders and participants,
were given in a memorandum presented I:ly
the investigator on July 10 to Governor
" Governor Dorsey re-

ised-"to take action on the evidence submit-

~ted. -In & message addressed to the Georgia
legislature on July 8, 1918, Governor Dorsey
~ denounced mob viclence in “strong terms, .

saying:
“Mob violence should be suppressed, and

by *State authorities.

“If thig is not done, it 48 very probable
that Federal 1ntervent10n Wlll not be long

delaved.?






